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Queft. 1. V Hat kind of Being the 
} VY Soulgsf Abortive: In- 

fants are —Whether  rheyohave anymore than 
a Vegetative Soul, -——Since as foon asvthe 
Breath has left an Animal ris printed. the 
Sou) is fled, & @ contra ie feems, before a Crea: 
ture breaths it % not prefent. Adam was bata 
Lump of Matter before be Breathed, God Brea- 
thing into his Noftrils the Breath of Life, be- 
fore be became a Living Soul. Without Breath 
there cannot be Life,& where there never was 
Life how canthere bea Soul ? that Embryos 
Breath wor ss demopttrable. Jf it be faid, in 
Apoplexies. &c. there’s Life.bat no Breath, it’s 
aseajily anfwered, that ’tis a miftake, for there 
is Breath, tho’ fo Languid as net to be difcern'd. 
Anfw. We have difcourfed largely on» fe- 
veral Queftions of this Nature, in one of 
our Mercuries not long fince publifhed, 
which we defire the Querift ‘to confider, tho” 
wewon’e wholly refer him to what has-been 
already faid.Buc whether that.or.this,or both 
thould fail of giving entire Sarisfaétion, the 
beft is,that neither our Religion nor fo much as 
P hilofophy does depend on things of this nice 
Nature. Both Reafon and Revelation tell us 
that +4an is made up of Soul as well.as Body, 
and that this Sow! muft be Immorral, and Phi- 
bofophy,and even common fenfe fatisfy us, that 
Atan besets a Man, that is, fo difpofes the. mat- 
rer that wherever there’s a true Generation 
the Soul is Unired to it: Tho’ ne wonder if 
there be fome dificulties in explaining the Hom 
and theWhen— and fhould there be fome- 
thing, which neither Philofophers nor Divines 
cou'd certainly anfwer, as tothe manner: of 
the Souls Operation in the Body, before.the 
Birth of the Infant, ( indeed we may add’ af- 
terward too). tiwwou'd be. no. great. wonder, 
fince-even the manner of, Generationit felf, 
wherein there have been fo. many millions of 
Experiments made in: all Ages, is “yet: fo 
much in the dark, and even the . Owarium 
which is now taken for granted by. moft Ana- 
romifts, with Keckringius, is yec as pofitively 
deny’d by others—and fince' there are fomany 
ditferent Opinions on this head, -and chat too, 
moft often grounded on almoft equally | pro- 
bable arguments. Tocomendw to the pre- 
fent difficulty The Souls of Abortives, where- 
ever there’s a real Conception, muft be of the 
fame Nature with the Souls of: thofe. Infants 
which are born alive, for the Abortion. is: but 
an accidenral difference : Buc thefe have a Ra- 
tional Soul, therefore fo mult the: orhers.. If 
they have the fame foul before they.are born , 
which they have afterwards,it muft be Ratio- 
nal — for that we have Rational Souls is prov'd 
4s plainly as thar wehave Life by the indu- 
birable effeéts thereof, and thofe Soals Spirttn- 
ai too, for nothing but whiac ‘is Spirsraal Can 
properly reafon.Now if we have Rational Souls 
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after Wwe afe Born,:( which none i 
without calling» himfelf - Brae, whether: 
will'orno )} we think the confeguemt js.: 
prov’d' chat ‘weomuf{t have duehdefore = For 
this’: Rational Sonl mult.be infaus’d)¢ gener arid 
ircan’t be ) either before-che Birth, or: inthe 
Birth, or after tt: not: afters ity: which- we 
fuppofe none will aferr, for then .the-Jufane 
wou'd-not be of the fame Speciés wiethits Pas } 
rents: Not in the Birth, for undoubtedly its 
Species was decermin'd:before’twas BornINow 
to the Objectiony' which fhoors beyorid : thé 
mark, and thereforé does no injury, (tho’ we’ 
{hall anon find it gives good aim to find out the 
Truth, ) “That Infants before Birth-feem sto” 
haveionly Vegetative Souls, becaufe'as foon as 
the Breath has left an Animal, che Soal is fled; 
therefore before a Creature breaths, how can 
it beprefenr, &c: We anfwer firft, there are 
other Properties of Animals befides Breathing, 
to inflance in Sen{arion & Locomotion: This in- 
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fantshave before they are Borz,as none deny; 


not only fuddenly /tarting,& feeling either Foy, 
or Pain, but fenfibly moving théemfelves, nay 
turning chem from fide to fides.in their little: 
Bed, and changing their /ofure for greater 
eafe. Now if they have thefe two. Indammuni- 
cable Properties of Animals, we may well cons 
clude they have the third, or fomething sat» 
leaft that’s zguivelent to it, tho’ we thou'd 
not beable di/tintHy to affign it, which yet we 
think we can do? In order to which we muft 
inquire into the Reafon of Re/piration, which 
we are inclin'd corthink is not {6 mach, if at 
all, as your Old Folk: ufed to tell ussad Refrige- 
rium Palmmum, to fan or cool the Lungs, as to 


fwek and diftend che {mall Branchesof the 


Wind_.pipe, by the Air taken in, that the Blood 
which out of the right Ventricle of the Heart, 
1s propel’ dinto the Lungs may pafs into the 
Left, it being from thence that; the Ramificas; 
tions Of the Arterial Vein, thro’ which the 
Blood vault pafs; are comprefs'd, andthe Blood. 
there inclos'd prorruded into the Branches of 
the Vemal Artery. Now. inftead of this, all: 
Animals while theyre in che Womb have pe- 
chliar dudtus’s, by which the ‘Blood pafles into. 
the .4orra without pafling into. the. Lungs,— 
whichis equivalent |\toref piratiomAs for Adam. 
the cafeé\is not:the' fame with bix,-and,Jnfanes 
as toaétual Breathing. Béfides there, ae 4 be: 
foinething Aer apborical neceflarily granted in 
that Expreffion. ““ GodBreathed into him. the 
“Breath of Life. Nothing but.anAzimal pro- 
perly Breaths, but it’sexprefled,accordiag to 
our capacity, ‘howewver,. ‘tis certain that fome- 
thing Divine mutt be intended by that which 
is called the Breath of the Almighty, which 
he’s not faid to have-Bre<thed into-any-other 
fenfible Creature but Adam, tho’ they had all 
the fame Animal Jufe, ---and whar elfe can 
be meant thereby but 2 Rwy of the’ Divinity, 
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2 Spiritual Subftance, a Rational Soul, which 

eedsonly from that Father of Spirits, and 

om whence we are calle@ the} Offspring of 
God. | ' 

But we have fomewhat moreto add off this 
Head. If there may beevenan Animal prin- 
_ giple in Man, when either not fenjible, or but 

- weakly foy why may there not? nay why not 
much rather,be a Ratsonal coo? {ince this latter 
is michmore fwbrle,and only 4s by impr efs'd 

jes aS COany outward Operation ? Further, 
may be a Principle, or Power of Reafon, as 
well as there is of /peech in an Infant, before 
it be reduc’d into .4é, which may for a while 
be hindred by the Inability of the external Or- 
gans~~ but none will fay, without expecting 
to be Jangh’d at for his pains, that there's any 
fuch Power or Principle im Vegetables or meerly 
Senfibles. 
2. Since we ave taught to believe that 
God is Impartial in his Benefits, and that all 
Men «pon the Face of the Earth are equally dear 
unto him, in bis defire of their Salvation, and 
fince moft cortainlythere 1s bur one true way of 
Worthip that can pleafe him, how will you prove 
to me by Reafon that the Scripture # bis Word, 
when we fee bow many and different Interpre- 
tations it fuffers,whereas one trow d think it fhou d 
be fo perfpicuous and open, that not the leaft 
bt or mifprifion cou'd be madeof any one 
particular init, much lefs wonld that which he 
meant for the prefervation of ovr Souls, prove an 
Argument of Contention ad Divifion, and 
what be fent among ws to teach we Peace and 
Love, involve usin Rage and Enmity? ; 

Anfw. For the reafon we have to believe 
the Scriptures to be Gods Word,we refer the 
Querift to Yol.2d. No. — Qu. 10 And thall 
here proceed to anfwer his /eruples about it. 
The many, and diferent Interpretations thereof, 
are no prejudice againft,it for as the moft frase 
and exaétrale inthe World, will appear croo- 
ked, if beheld through a wrong medium {0 ’tis 
here ; The Fault isnot in the Scriptures, but 
in the vitiated Fudgments or Paffions of thole 
Men who wref’em to their own Damnation. 
For the Diverfity of Opinions ’tis the cax/e of, 
this is only an accidental effec, and fo may 
and does accidenval Evil proceed from even o- 
ther effetts, of the chiefeff Goodfor no doubt 
Sin had never been in the World,nor ainong the 
Angels,bad not God made’em both He goes on 
“one wou'd expect it {0 per/picuons 8 open, that 
not the leaft doubt or mifprifion conld be made 
of any one particular. Now this we believe is 
Tmpofible for a Man may fhut his Eyes,and pre- 

the Sunidoes not fhine,becaufe he can’t fee 
it, or -impudently affirm the fame with his 
eyes wide open--- or be accidentally d/ind, and 
fo not ih a capacity of difcerning it. Do we 
queftion Ads of Parliament, to be really the 
Kings and Kingdoms Word, becaufe their mea- 
ning is fometimes Difputed? A lower In- 
france ’tis true, but yet coming fully up 
to the objettion--- Twill be be urged, God 


con'd have made ‘em othermife, --- it may be 


true, but then he muft have made Maz 
otherwife, and fo made him not a Man; 
which le haf fot Been if nor free and Ratic- 
nal, and while fo, Be can neither be comm- 
pell'd inhis Faith nor ations. And being 
thus free, it’s impoffible any propofition can be 
ferm’d whieh isnot in his power Verbally, 
at leaft to deny,8¢ do this fo long tillat laft he 
may really doube of it,tho'mever {0 felf-evident, 
rauch more in what is Only reveal’d. He may, 
he does abufe Gods name, every day, and what 
wonder if he does as much by his Mord? We 
find thofe who, at leaft in words, den; his ve- 
ry Effenec, ac) why fhould we admire thar 
they do as rauch by his Perfections, or Revels 
tions, anch we may as well argue there is no 
Ged, mo Religion, Natural or Revealed, be- 
caufe a}! chefe be abufed, & made the occafions, 
or at Jeaft pretences of confufion and difcord, 
as that the Holy Scriptures are not Gods 
Word for the fame reafon. We muft look 
into the Natwral and direct tendency of thefe 
Sacred Writings, and what they wou'd cer- 
tainly produce, if their dircetions were Pra- 
ctifd, ( which ’tis our faults if they are not ) 
if we'd makea right Judgment of em, and 
difcern whether they are of God: Now no- 
thing can be plainer, than that they every 
where prefs to “eace, and Love, and Unity; 
and, in the Writings of our Saviour and his 
Apoftles efpecially, under whom Revelation 
was pertected, at leaftas far asa Canon, or 
Rule of Life, meckne/s and forgivenc/s of 
Wrongs, is recommended and required, with 
the — promifes and rewards,--- and what 
can bear more legible marks of Divinity, than 
fuch Writings, as if they were follow’d 
would make A4az {0 like God, and Earth Jit- 
tle differing from Heaven? And that they are 
not fo, we may e’ne thank our felves what- 
ever is fundamental or neceffary to Salvation, 
being plainly de/crib’d therein, and if inftead 
of believing and Practifing them , we will 
eternally quarrel about fome little fhibbolerbs 
which fometimes we find, but oftner make 
in them, let’s have a care at once of Injx- 
ftice and Blafphemies, and not find faule with 
them, but amend our felves according to 
thofe excellent Rales which are given us. 

Queft. 3. Whether Univerfal Love to ak 
Mankind, Innocence of Life, and an entire 
refignation to the Divine Will, be nor a cer- 
tain Evidence of a Good Mah, norwith/tand- 
ing any{eeming Heterodox Opinions. 

Anfw. We reply in the affirmative, if the 
cafe be fairly Stated , if thofe Hereredox O- 
pivions fucha Perfon holds, are but feemingly 
fo, if he falls into, and remains in ’em out 
of weaknefs, not Pride or Objtinacy, and if 
they are not in fundamentals, as they will noe 
be, if he has fuch an eatire refignation to the 
Divine Wik, for that will oblige him, noe 
only to do and fuffer whatever God reguires, 
bat alfoto believe what he Reveals. 
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